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Ryan McCarl has represented clients in high-stakes appellate and trial litigation in a variety of practice areas. He has
drafted merits briefs, dispositive motions, and writ petitions in cases before state and federal courts including the
United States Supreme Court. His expertise in legal writing and strategy helps clients develop innovative and
successful arguments in complex disputes.
Ryan’s arguments and briefs have been decisive in several cases. A Tenth Circuit panel agreed with his preclusion
argument and disposed of a decade-long antitrust suit against a global medical supplies manufacturer. The New
York Court of Appeals cited a brief he drafted in establishing a right to a cautionary jury instruction in cross-race
eyewitness identification cases. And the Illinois Supreme Court relied on a First Amendment overbreadth and due
process argument he developed in unanimously striking down an Illinois statute prohibiting non-consensual audio
recording.
Before joining GMSR, Ryan was an associate at two prominent litigation firms and a clerk for the Honorable David
M. Ebel on the United States Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit. He has published articles and book chapters on
diverse topics including substantive due process, constitutional vagueness doctrine, sovereign debt arbitration, and
homeowners associations.
Additionally, Ryan has created a language-learning application called WordBrewery, which teaches high-frequency
vocabulary using real sentences from newspapers around the world.

Education
J.D., University of Chicago Law School (2014). With honors; Chicago Journal of International
Law (Staff).
M.A., University of Michigan-Ann Arbor (2010), Educational Studies.
M.A., University of Chicago (2008), International Relations. Chicago Maroon (Editorial Board).
B.A., University of Chicago (2008), Political Science.

Bar Admissions
California 2015; D.C. 2015
U.S. Courts of Appeals: Third and Tenth Circuits

Professional Associations
Association of Business and Trial Lawyers (ABTL)
Association of Southern California Defense Counsel (ASCDC)

Publications
Trump will lose his legal battle over the ‘Muslim ban,’ The Independent (February 8, 2017)

Feb 08, 2017
When homeowner associations go too far: Political responses to unpopular rules in common interest
communities, 43 Real Estate L.J. 453 (2015)

Dec 18, 2015
ICSID jurisdiction over international mass investment arbitrations: Due process and default rules, 51
Stan. J. Int’l. L. 173 (2015)

Jan 08, 2015
Incoherent and indefensible: an interdisciplinary critique of the Supreme Court’s void-for-vagueness
doctrine, 42 Hastings Const. L.Q. 73 (2014)
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